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grew older.   But at present she was well-pleased with
the affectionate relations between herself and her son.
" I am happy to say/' she wrote, " that between him
and me there is a bond of love and confidence which
I feel sure nothing can destroy " : but she did not
think much of his abilities, nor of his strength of
character.   She  superintended  his   education  with
constant care, and perhaps the Queen remembered
that the excessive vigilance that the Prince Consort
had imposed upon his eldest son had not produced
the   effect   which   was   intended,   for   she  warned
her  daughter that " too  much  constant  watching
leads   to   the   very   dangers   hereafter   which   one
wishes   to   avoid."     She   recommended   that   Wil-
liam  should  be  brought  into  contact  with  other
classes, and not get to think that because he was
a Prince he was of different clay from less exalted
folk.    Somehow the Crown Princess misunderstood
this advice :  she wrote back expressing her " horror
of low company,'* and the Queen had to explain
that  she   had   not   meant   " actors,   actresses   and
musicians," as the Princess appeared to think, but
such people as her esteemed Highlanders who had
great independence of character and noble hearts.
Brought up in Prussian traditions of the immense
position   of Kings   and   Princes,   William,   always
living in a Palace, would be cut off from such con-
tacts, and he would never find them when he entered
on his military training, for soldiers, she had noticed,
had no independence of character.

The Princess retorted warmly.   Her mother must
not think that William only saw Palace folk.   When